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HE'S 

RETURNED 

ALIVE. 


YOU 

MUST BE 
PLEASED, 
MAJESTY. 


HE WILL 
ARRIVE 
IN TWO 
DAYS. 


















CHAPTER H3: THE PRINCE RETURNS 








THIS IS SOME 
PLOT OF 
THORKELL’S!! 


I CAN THINK 
OF NO OTHER 
EXPLANATION!! 
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STAY OFF 
YOUR 
FEET 
UNTIL 
THEN. 


A SERVANT 
WILL COME 
TO CHANGE 
YOUR 
BANDAGES 
LATER. 
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I DON’T 
NURSE 
GRUDGES. 

I'M NOT 
THORFINN 


..WHAT 

■? 


1 

WHAT 
HAPPENS 
ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD 
STAYS ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD. 
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WELL. 


...IN THE 
SHORT 
TERM, I'D 
GO WITH 
ASSASSIN¬ 
ATION. 


YOUR 
BROTHER 
PRINCE 
HARALD IS 
BACK HOME, 
FAR FROM 
HERE. IT 
IS A GOOD 
OPPORTUNITY. 


BY VIRTUE OF 
LINEAGE, IF HIS 
MAJESTY SHOULD 
FALL HERE, 
THAT WOULD 
MAKE YOU THE 
COMMANDING 
OFFICER OF 
THE FORCES IN 
ENGLAND. 


THE MORE 


POWERFUL 


THE 


OFFICER 


BETTER. 


REQUIRE 
SOMEONE 
ELSE TO 
BE FRAMED 
FOR THE 
DEED. 


HOW WOULD 
YOU PROCEED 
WITH OUR 
PLAN, 

ASKELADD? 
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“we no 

LONGER 
NEED 
HEAVEN 
OR YOUR 
TRIALS.” 


"WE 

HAVE OUR 
PARADISE 
ON 

EARTH." 
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HIS 

HIGHNESS, 

PRINCE 

CANUTE! 


S/m 

PtM 

S$ J A 










































































SO YOU 
HAVE 

RETURNED, 

CANUTE. 


I AM 

PLEASED. 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
YOUR 
KIND 
WORDS, 
MAJESTY. 


I'M AFRAID 
I AM 

UNWORTHY 
OF THEM, AS 
I HAVE LOST 
THE ENTIRE 
CONTINGENT 
OF MEN YOU 
GRANTED ME. 














































/ YOUR 
1 PARDON. 


OUST A 
MOMENT. 































I WHAT DO V 
{ YOU THINK, J 
A THORFINN? e 


YEAH. 


THEY’RE i- 
. THERE. I 


| TWENTY, 
\ I'D SAY. 


i AN 

ambush. 




IT WOULD 
SEEM HIS 
MAJESTY 
SENSES 
OUR PLOT. 
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CHAPTER 43 - END 
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A SON 
GROWS BY 
WATCHING 
HIS 

FATHER. 


SURELY. 


...YOU WILL 
NOT BLAME 
ME FOR 
THIS, YOUR 
MAJESTY. 


































...I DROVE 
MY FATHER 
THE RING 
INTO EXILE 
AND SEIZED 
THIS CROWN 
FOR MYSELF. 


I BELIEVED 
IT WAS THE 
BEST THING 
FOR THE 
REALM. 
















































































BUT, 

CANUTE. 


...BUT 

THE 

CROWN’S 

OWN 

WILL. 


IT IS NOT 
THE KING 
WHO 
WIELDS 
THE 

POWER... 
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I AM 
PRINCE 
CANUTE’S 
LCYAL 
VASSAL, 
ASKELADD, 
SON OF 
OLAF. 


EXCUSE 
MV IMPER¬ 
TINENCE IN 
ASKING... 




...BUT DOES 
THIS TURN 
OF EVENTS 
TRULY 

REPRESENT 
THE WILL 
OF THE 
CROWN? 







































































HOW CAN 
A MAN BE 
PUNISHED 
FOR HIS 
GREAT 
DEEDS? 


IT WILL 
UNSETTLE 
YOUR 

CHIEFTAINS 
BEFORE THEY 
ARE TO BE 
CEDED NEW 
LANDS. 
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HE DOES 
NOT HAVE 
THE JUS¬ 
TIFICATION 
TO KILL ME 
NOW. 


HE WISHES TO 
BE KNOWN AS 
A WISE KING. IF 
WE DO NOT ACT 
FOOLISHLY, IT 
IS SAFEST TO 
REMAIN WITHIN 
HIS GRASP. 
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CHAPTER 44 - END 
























CHAPTER 45: HIS LAST FRIEND 
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AHH. 
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HA 

HIS 75m 
Horn;/ 

BVVf 

^ON6-TeR6U 
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...MV 

BROTHER'S, 
WELL... 
LIKE THAT. 
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MAKE UP 
YOUR MIND! 
ARE YOU 
GIVING IT 
TO ME OR 
NOT?! 
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CHAPTER 46: TWO LONE WOLVES 








DRIP 


DRIP 
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.SHIT. 


THIS 

ISN'T 

LIKE 

USUAL. 
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YOU CAN’T 
DETERMINE 
THE PECKING 
ORDER JUST 
FROM WHO 
BEAT WHOM. 
THAT’S WHAT 
MAKES IT 
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Ill 
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YOU 

NEVER 

LEARN. 
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CHAPTER 46 - END 























H6AVE- 
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SHE BELIEVED 
THE MYTH 
THAT SPOKE 
OF HIS 
EVENTUAL 
RETURN. 


PROTECTED 

HER 

HOMETOWN 
FROM INVADING 
BARBARIANS. 
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THAT FAR 
OVER THE 
WESTERN 

SEA... 



...IN A 
LAND NO 
MORTAL 
MAN COULD 
REACH... 

...THE HERO 
ARTORIUS 
LIVED IN A 
PARADISE 
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I KEPT UP 
WITH THE 
COMBAT 
AND RIDING 
LESSONS. 


BEHAVED 
MYSELF 
INSIDE 
HIS HALL. 


I GOT 
ALONG 
WITH MY 
HALF- 
BROTHERS. 
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AND NOW 
THESE UGLY 
MEN FLOOD 
FORTH FROM 
EVERY CAVE 
AND HOVEL TO 
SQUEEZE THE 
LIFE OUT OF 
THE WORLD. 


FOR 
EVERY 
ONE YOU 
RILL, TWO 
TAKE HIS 
PLACE. 
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CHAPTER 47 - END 



























CHAPTER 48: REUNION 













































































































































IT WAS WORTH 
THE TRIP FROM 
DENMARK! 
THESE ENGLISH 
SLAVES ARE 
CHEAP AND 
IN PLENTIFUL 
SUPPLY! 


DON'T BE 
SILLY - 
THEY’RE 
ALL 

CHRISTIANS. 


THE CHURCH 
WILL PAY 
THROUGH 
THE NOSE 
TO RETURN 
THEM TO 
THE FLOCK. 


AND THE 
BEST OF THE 
BUNCH WILL 
RETURN WITH 
ME. THERE’S 
DEMAND FOR 
THE ENGLISH 
BACK 
HOME. 




























159 





























160 






























LOOK, 

I KNOW 
HOW YOU 
FEEL, 
POPS... 


HOW MANY 
SLAVES 
HAVE YOU 
BOUGHT, 
THINKING 
THEY WERE 
THORFINN? 


...BUT WE'RE 
NOT HOLY 
MEN, NOR 
ARE WE RICH 
ENOUGH TO 
FREE SLAVES 
OUT OF PITY. 


WE 

MUST 

FORGET 

HIM, 

LEIF. 
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WHEN 
WE WERE 
WAYLAID 
BY 

PIRATES... 


...WE 

WOULD NOT 
BE WHERE 
WE ARE 
NOW, IF NOT 
FOR THORS. 
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A WHOLE 
LINE OF 
IMPORTANT 
SHIPS IS 
COMING TO 
USE THIS 
PIER!! 


GET 

MOVING, 

YOU 

PEASANTS!! 


SHOW 
THEM EVEN 
THE TINIEST 
SLIGHT, AND 
THEY'LL 
STRING YOU 
ALL UP BY 
THE NECK!! 














































SO THIS 
IS THE 
TOWN OF 
OORVIK. 


AND 
OLD. IT 
PROSPERED 
IN THE DAYS 
OF THE 
ROMANS. 


MEN AND 
GOODS FROM 
NORTHERN 
EUROPE AND 
ENGLAND 
BOTH FIND 
THEIR WAY 
HERE. 
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NO 

MATTER 
WHAT 
VOU HAVE 
UP YOUR 
SLEEVE, 
OUR CARD 
TRUMPS 
VOURS. 


YOU’LL 

CRUSH 

THE 

BOAT! 


f WELL, 
WHERE 
ELSE 
AM I 

SUPPOSED 
TO GO?! . 


HEY, 

WATCH 

IT! 
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Raise 

SHIELDS*. 

PROTECT 

Him 

NOW!! 


' FIND 
AND 
SEIZE 
THE 

BRIGAND 


WHICH 

WAY?! 


DAMN! 
WHICH 
DIRECTION 
DID THE 
BOLT 

come 

FROmP! 
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CHAPTER 49: KARLSEFNI 










Move 

IT, 

move 

IT!! 


DON’T 

jostle 

HIM, YOU 
FOOLS!! 


WHeRe 

WAS 

PRINCe 

CANUTE 

HIT?! 


FORM A 
BARRIER! 


RIGHT 
IN THE 
CHEST! 
IT’S BAD!! 


BRING 

SOMETHING 
TO ACT AS 
A BANDAGE! 
ANYTHING 
AT ALL!! 


HANG IN 
THERE, 
HIGH¬ 
NESS!! 























Jilllll 
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WELL 


...WHY 
IS IT A 
WOMAN? 


FORGIVE 
ME. I KNEW 
IT WOULD 
DISPLEASE 
YOU, BUT 
I HAD NO 
. CHOICE... . 


7 I WAS N 
UNABLE 
TO FIND 
ANY MALE 
SLAVES WHO 
MATCHED 
YOUR 
APPEAR- 
\ ANCE. y 
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I WILL 
STAY 
IN THIS 
TOWN 
UNTIL YOU 
CHANGE 
YOUR 
MIND! 


COME 
BACK TO 
ICELAND 
WITH 
ME! 




















































THEY 

KILLED 

THE 

PRINCE?! 


NO, IT 
WAS 
ONLY A 
STAND- 
IN. 


AHH, IT 
MUST 
BE HARD 
TO BE A 
NOBLEMAN. 


CAN’T ^ 
EVEN GET 
A GOOD 
NIGHT’S 
SLEEP 
WITHOUT 
KEEPING AN 
EYE OPEN. 


f NO, I MEAN 
' WHO WAS 
REALLY 
RESPONSIBLE? 


THEY 

ALREADY 

KILLED 

THE 

ASSASSIN. 


WHO 

WAS 

PULLING 

THE 

STRINGS 







...OUT¬ 

WITTED 

VOU, 

FLOKI. 


AND HE’S 
BROUGHT 
P CURSE 
UPON THIS 
CITY. 















YORK (JORVIK) 

A crucial trading town under 
Danish control, the center of 
commerce in Northern England. 


WALES 

Askeladd spent his child¬ 
hood in Denmark, but he 
lived here as a young man. 


mmmm 


gainsborouch The home base of the invading force of King 
Sweyn, Canute's father. 













































The Viking warriors hated being shamed more than anything else, 
those who shrank away from violence and death, or did not answer 
insolt with vengeance, were considered cowards. No warrior coold 
sorvive being branded a coward. He would be excluded from ling 
society. So they fooght with their lives to protect their pride. I'm 
afraid of being hort and dying. Honestly, I'd rather lose my pride 
than get Into a fistfight. If it means being shunned, then so be it. 
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CHAPTER 50: PLOT 


SSitfti 
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AH! 





DON’T YOU 
GO SUCKIN’ 
YOUR NOSE 
WHERE 
IT DON’T 
BELONG. 


SO I’M 
SAYING, IT 
WAS TH6 
WORK OF 
SOMEONE 
WHO STOOD 
TO GAIN 
BY PRINCE 
CANUTE’S 
DEATH. 


MAYBE THE 
KING’S GUARD 
WAS JUST SO 
TIGHT THAT 
THEY CHOSE 
AN EASIER 
TARGET? 


WHO 

WOULD 

THAT 

BE? 


. mm? 
'wmn 
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i see... 



NOW THe 
KING CANNOT 
Give Me 
ORD6RS 
THAT ARC 
MCANT TO 
DISADVAN- 
TAGe Me. 
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WHAT WILL 
WE DO IF 
GUNNAR IS 


HAH 


FIRST HE 
WAS PAINED 
BV THE 
DEATH OF 
THAT SLAVE 
WOMAN, 
BUT THIS...? 


IF GUNNAR 
IS INDEED A 
TRAITOR, HE 
WILL TELL 
THE KING’S 
SIDE OF 
OUR SECRET 
BEFORE THE 
NIGHT IS 
OVER. 
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He will 

BE A USEFUL 
MEANS FOR 
US TO SEND 
MESSAGES 
TO THE 
KING. 


LET 

GUNNAR 
GO FOR 
NOW. 



HE WILL 
TRUST 

INFORMATION 
COMING 
FROM HIS 
OWN SPY- 


THROUGH HIM, 
WE CAN LET THE 
ENEMY KNOW 
THAT WE DO 
NOT SEEK A 
CONFRONTATION 
IN THE SHORT 
TERM. 
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GUNNER’S 

GUILTY. 
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CHAPTER 50 • END 
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CHAPTER 51: MISCALCULATION 
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OH, TO BE 
A GREAT 
MAN AND 
EAT YOUR 
FILL- AT 
EVERY 
MEAL... 


SO MANY 


SOLDIERS 


OF 

COURSE. 
PLENTY 
OF CHIEF¬ 
TAINS 
GATHER¬ 
ING HERE 
TODAY. 
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HIS 

MAJESTY 
IS ELDERLY, 
AND THE 
TIME IS 
NIGH TO 
SETTLE ON 
A RIGHTFUL 
SUCCESSOR 
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TWICE 
THEY HAVE 
REBUFFED 
THE 

VASSALS 
I SENT AS 
HERALDS. 




IF THE 
SEED OF 
REBELLION 
THAT 

THREATENS 
OUR NEW 
LANDS 
TAKES 
ROOT... 


...THEN WE 
MUST PULL 
IT FROM 
THE EARTH 
BY FORCE. 
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IVAR, 
SON OF 
EIRIK, 
COME 
FORWARD. 
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do vou 

INTEND TO 
GROW EVEN 
MORE, VOU 
GREAT 
LOUT? 




WHAT 
THE HELL 
ISSWEVN 
PLOTTING?! 
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BRyffiMH 
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s^pBaEsa ppP 

OF HIS ’ 
FORCES 
JUST TO 
PUNISH 


Sbu^I 

Ws$&m 
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I AM 
TOLD 
THAT YOU 
WORKED 
TIRELESSLY 
ON MY 
SON’S 
BEHALF. 


RECEIVE 

MY 

THANKS. 
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CHAPTER 51 - END 



...I BEG YOU 
TO FORGIVE 
ME FOR 
SPEARING 
MY MIND 
ALOUD... 


YOUR 

MAJESTY. 


...BUT IS A 
CONQUEST 
OF WALES 
TRULY THE 
WISEST 
DECISION? 


— 


P@Pf 
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SPEAK 

YOUR 

MIND. 


IT IS A 

KING’S DUTY 
TO LISTEN 
TO HIS 
SUBJECTS. 














































we have 

FOUGHT TEN 
LONG, HARD 
YEARS AGAINST 
THE ENGLISH. 
HEAVY FATIGUE 
HAS SET INTO 
THE LAND AND 
PEOPLE 
BOTH. 


...THE 

EXHAUSTION 
OF THE 
ENGLISH 
AND DANISH 
FORCES. 



PERHAPS 
IT WOULD 
BE BEST TO 
SETTLE INTO 
OUR NEW 
LANDS AND 
FOCUS ON 
RECUPERATING 
FROM OUR 
V LOSSES, j 


NO DOUBT 
EVERY 
CHIEFTAIN 
HERE TODAY 
HAS LOST 
MANY GOOD 
MEN. 
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I WILL MAKE 
THE WELSH SEE 
THE ERROR OF 
THEIR WAVS, 
AND CONVINCE 
THEM TO PAY 
PROPER FEALTY 
TO THEIR 
RIGHTFUL KING. 
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IT IS MERELY 
A STOPGAP 
TO KEEP 
THE TROOPS 
OCCUPIED 
WHILE WE 
PREPARE FOR 
IRELAND. 



IN TRUTH, 

I DO NOT CARE 
ABOUT THE 
SUBJUGATION 
OF WALES. 
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CHAPTER 52 - END 
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WHAT 
THE 
FUCK 
IS HE 
DOING 

oi 
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WHATS 

WRONG? 

STEP 

FORWARD, 
IF YOU 
WISH TO 
DIE!! 


THE 

RING OF 
BRITANNIA 
HIMSELF 
WILL 
OBLIGE 
YOU!! 
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HA HA 
HA HA 
HA HA 
HA HAH 


HAAA 
HA HA 


^ HA HA 


HA HA 
HAH 
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DON’T 

MIND 

me/ 

I’LL 

JUST 

STAND 

HSRSl 


HE 

HAS 

NOT 

GONE 

MAD. 


THE 

BLOOD- 

CRAZED 

FOOL! 


IF THERE’S 
ONE THING 
I HATE, IT’S 
HAVING 
MV PREV 
SNATCHED 
AWAY FROM 
ME! 
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TH6 WAR 
WITH 
ENGLAND 
WILL BURST 
BACK INTO 
FLAMES 
BECAUSE 
OF YOU!! 


WE’LL 


ALL 

BECAUSE 

OF 

YOU!! 


HAVE TO 


START 


OVER 


FROM 


SQUARE 


ONE!! 



SILENCE!! 

WHO 

do you 

THINK 

you 

ARB?! 


you 

SON 
OF A 
SLAVS!! 



BAH! ARE 
YOU SO 
ANGRY 
THAT YOUR 
PATRON 
HAS BEEN 
SLAIN? 


YOU PETTY 
MOUSE. YOU 
NEVER LEARNED 
TO SEE BEYOND 
YOUR OWN 
LOSS OR GAIN. 
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STAY 

AWAY, 

THOR- 

F/NNH 





































CHAPTER 53 - END 



















CHAPTER 54: END OF THE PROLOGUE 
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SHIT!! 
AHH, 
DAMN 
IT ALL 


YOU JUST 
HAD 
TO GET 
STABBED IN 
THE WORST 
POSSIBLE 
PLACE, YOU 
IDIOT!! 


QUIT 

SQUALLING 
IN MY EAR, 
BOV. 


AN OLD 
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YOU 

ARE THE 
SON OF 
THORS... 


...SO 
VENTURE 
BEYOND 
THE WORLD 
HE SAW. 


THAT... 
IS YOUR 
TRUE 
BATTLE. 
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I WILL NOT 
ASK YOUR 
FORGIVE¬ 
NESS, 
THORFINN. 


HE 

WAS STRUCK 
BY A SUDDEN 
MADNESS AND 
KILLED THE 
KING. HE HAD 
TO PAY WITH 
HIS LIFE. 
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WHO 
IS IN 

CONTROL 


RRGH. 

















































































AS OF 
TODAY, I, 
CANUTE, WILL 
ASSUME 
COMMAND OF 
ALL MILITARY 
FORCES AND 
CONTROL 
OVER 
ENGLAND! 


KING 
SWBVN 
HAS 
PASSED 
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CHAPTER 54 - END 











ON THE HILLSIDE DREAR THE FIR-TREE DIES, 
ALL BOOTLESS ITS NEEDLES AND BARK; 

IT IS LIKE A MAN WHOM NO ONE LOVES. 
WHY SHOULD HIS LIFE BE LONG? 
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CHAPTER 55: SLAVE 






WATCH 
OUT, 
THERE’S 
A ROPE 
LOOSE!! 


HEY! 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT?! 














357 












































359 





















































362 




















NOT A 
CONCERN. 


HIDE TOO 
MUCH, AND 
THE CLIENT 
WILL COME 
BACK WITH 
COMPLAINTS. 


WE WONT 
BE SEEING 
TODAY’S 
CUSTOMERS 
EVER AGAIN. 
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DON’T GET ANY 
FUNNY IDEAS IN 
YOUR HEADS! 

YOU MIGHT 
ESCAPE FROM 
THIS CAMP, 
BUT YOU HAVE 
NOWHERE TO 
GO! 


LISTEN 

CLOSELY, 

SLAVES!! 
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IF YOU 
DO, YOU 
WILL EAT 
FAR BETTER 
THAN THE 


YOU WILL 
BE TAKEN IN 
BY GENTLE 
MASTERS 
AND SPEND 
YOUR LIVES 
IN HONEST 
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THIS 
MAN IS 
KETIL, MY 
NEW 
MASTER. 


I FETCHED 
A PRICE 
SLIGHTLY 
HIGHER 
THAN TWO 
COWS. 
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WHAT 
DOES THIS 
LOOK LIKE 
TO YOU, 
EINAR? , 


BUT 

NOT 

CORRECT. 













...MV 

NEXT 

WHEAT 

FIELD. 


IT’S 

ACTUALLY 
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CHAPTER 56: KETIL'S FARI 


•wy'I 


1^, Ml.. 
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MEANING, 
THERE’S A 
LOT LEFT 
TOGO? 
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WHAT 

IS 

THIS...? 
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OH, OF 
COURSE! 
THAT’S 
WHY THEY 
ONLY 
BROUGHT 
THE ONE 
OLD 
HORSE. 


SO WE 
CAN’T RIDE 
IT AWAY TO 
FREEDOM... 
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I’m 


GONNA 


TELL 


ON THE 


BASTARDS 


SERVES 

THEM 

RIGHT 

FOR 

EATING 

MY 

LUNCH... 





















THOSE 

"HANDS," 

YOU 

CALLED 

THEM... 


THEY’RE 
JUST THE 
FOLKS WHO 
WORK FOR 
THE MASTER, 
SINCE THEY’VE 
GOT NO FIELDS 
OF THEIR OWN, 
RIGHT? 


5 



THEY’RE JUST 
MAKING LIFE 
HARDER FOR US 
TO PROVE TO 
THEMSELVES 
THAT THEY 
DON’T HAVE IT 
WORST OF ALL! 


1 

I! THEN 


THEY’RE 


-SLAVES, 

^SELVES! 
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Front Entrance 

















































keep trying to quit smoking, but it's not going well. I've been 

smoking for well over a decade now, so It's a fully ingrained habit. 
\ \ | 

It has nothing to do with taste anymore. But given that we continue 

to transition tiha non-smoking society, there might come a day when 

I can't smoke a cigarette, even if I want to. What if the world is 

totally smoke-free in the future, and they see old footage of me 

and think, ^.ross! Did people^ the past actually suck that smoke 

imo ineir lungsnnat s so stupid! wny wouiu tney\uo tnatr every 

era seems to have things that are destined to die out within that 

time. And the people of thatira are always unable to objectively 

assess their own times. And yet here I am +n,lai1 ' liAi: . 













Translation Notes 


Aegir, page 64 

The Norse god of the sea. He was considered something of a party animal, 
and loved to throw lavish feasts for the rest of the gods. Thus, he could also be 
considered the god of drinking. 

Askeladd, page 128 

In Norwegian folk tales, Aslteladden, or “Ashen 
Lad,” is a clever and resourceful hero who shares 
many traits with the trickster god Loki. In the tales, 
he often outwits or tricks his opponents into doing 
his bidding. Aslteladden is an example of a folk hero 
who succeeds not through strength or bravery, but 
creativity and quick thinking. Many of the tales hold 
that Askeladden is the youngest of three brothers, 
and must use his quick wits to get ahead in life, 
which is often conflated with the Norwegian his¬ 
torical position, overlooked by more powerful and 
wealthy Scandinavian cultures. 

Jorvik, page 157 

The Norse name for the town of York, particularly during their rule over the 
Northumbria region in the 9 th and 10 th centuries. Some places within York of 
certain historical value still bear the name, such as the popular Jorvik Viking Centre 
museum. 

Karlsefni, page 190 

The character of Thorfinn is loosely 
based upon a real-life explorer named 
Thorfinn Karlsefni, whose attempts 
to reach the New World using Leif 
Ericson’s routes were recounted in a 
number of Scandinavian sagas. The 








name “Karlsefni” was not a surname, but an Icelandic epithet that others gave to 
Thorfinn. Translations of the name vary, from “the makings of a man” to “auspi¬ 
cious boy” to “a real man.” In any case, they seem to suggest that he was viewed as 
likely to achieve great things. 

Lucius Artorius Castus, page 282 

The name of a Roman general who was active 
in Britannia (the Roman colony on the British 
isles) in the 2nd or 3rd century AD. Though 
only a few historical records remain of him, 
some modern scholars have posited that he is the 
basis for the later legend of King Arthur. 

Havamal, page 353 

A poem found within the Poetic Edda, a collec¬ 
tion of Old Norse poems. The tide translates to 
“sayings of the high one,” and the contents of 
the poem are attributed to Odin. The Japanese 
translation, when not simply titled “Havamal,” 
is known as “the song of Odin” or “the proverbs 
of Odin.” Havamal is a gnomic poem, meaning 
that its verses are meant to serve as lessons or advice on customary topics, such as 
the laws of hospitality for both guest and host. 

Karl, page 405 

The Viking social class of free men, greater than thralls (slaves) but lower than 
noble jarls: in short, the common man. The Old English form of the word was 
“churl,” which eventually evolved into its modern pejorative meaning: one who is 
so common as to be low class or boorish. 







For Our Farewell Is Near Part 4 
By Makoto Yukimura 


Introduction 

At the end of the Edo Period, the arrival of the “black ships” from 
abroad spelled the end of 260 years of isolation enforced by the shogunate. 
In response to the shogunate’s desire to open the country’s borders, 
disgruntled regional forces loyal to the emperor, such as the Choshu 
Domain, planned a rebellion. The imperial loyalists massed in Kyoto, 
where the emperor lived, growing increasingly bold until the city became, 
in effect, a lawless area. In an effort to restore order, the shogunate 
recruited ronin (masterless samurai) in Edo (Tokyo) and sent them to 
Kyoto. 

Among these men were Kondo Isami and Okita Soji, students at 
the Shieikan dojo in Tama. Upon reaching Kyoto, they formed the 
“Shinsengumi” under the orders of the daimyo of Aizu Domain, who had 
been charged with keeping the peace in the city. But, unable to reverse 
the tide of history, the shogunate lost power, and the Shinsengumi were 
defeated at the Battle of Toba-Fushimi. In 1868, Kondo and Okita had 
fled to Edo. Okita’s body was already wracked with tuberculosis at this 
time. 


Note: 

This story first appeared in 2004 in Kodansha’s Evening magazine. 
This is the first time it has been published in English. 

























GLUM... 





























































THEY HIPE 
BEHINP LOGIC, 
CLAIMING 
FEALTY 
TO THE 
GOVERNMENT 
OR THE 
IMPERIAL 
COURT... 


' THEY CANT 
WAIT TO 
CUT EACH 
OTHER TO 
PIECES, EVEN 
THOUGH 
THEY BARELY 
LNOW WHAT 
TO PO WITH 


...BUT 
SUPPOSE 
THEY JUST 
WANT THE 
CHANCE TO 
KILL? 
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ASK YUKIMURA 

This exclusive Q&A with series creator Makoto Yukimura appears only 
in the U.S. edition of “Vinland Saga.” Future volumes will include them, 
too, so if you have a question you’d like to ask Mr. Yukimura, please send 
it to kodanshacomics@randomhouse.com, or to: 

Kodansha Comics 

451 Park Ave. South, 7th floor 

New York, NY 10016 

Kodansha Comics: Your action scenes often involve a lot of characters 
and background details. How difficult is it to keep track of where 
everyone is standing from page to page? Also, are there any artists or 
filmmakers whose action sequences you admire? 

Makoto Yukimura: These things 
happen inside my own head, so 
it’s not that difficult. What I feel 
is difficult is getting the relative 
positions and emotional states of 
the characters that I have in my 
head across to the reader without 
causing misunderstandings or 
stress. I take care to make these 
things as clear as I possibly can. 

As for action scenes, there are 
countless wonderful action artists 
who are far beyond my level, but 
if I had to name one, it would be 
Yukito Kishiro, artist of the Japanese manga series Gunnm * When it 
comes to imagination, style, impact, composition, or anything else, he is 
one of the absolute masters of the Japanese manga world. 

* Published in the United States as Battle Angel Alita. 
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KC: What is a typical day of work 
like for you? When do you wake 
up and go to sleep? Do you have a 
set schedule for different tasks, or 
do you work on a more improvised 
schedule? 

Yukimura: Normally, my three 
staff members arrive at 10 in the 
morning and begin drawing. With 
breaks for lunch and dinner, I work 
with my staff until 10 at night. 

Most of the time, I go to sleep 
between 2 and 3 in the morning. 

Before drawing comes the work 
of creating the story. This is 
something I tackle by myself, so 
the schedule is extremely flexible. 

Unlike drawing work, where as long as you move your hand you’re 
making progress, you need to be patient until good ideas come. So I do 
other work, like non-Vinland Saga illustrations, while I wait. 

I draw one chapter each month, which is 30 pages, give or take. 

KC: There is a lot of focus on father-son relationships in Vinland Saga, 
such as between Thors and Thorfinn, Sveyn and Canute, and even 
Thorfinn and his substitute father figure, Askeladd. What interests you 
about the father-son relationship in particular? 

In my personal experience, in my relationship with my own father, I don’t 
think there were any dramatic events that might have had an influence on 
the manga. I probably drew fathers and sons in the manga so frequently 
because the motif was such an appropriate expression of the themes. It 
was a half-unconscious choice. Before I knew it, there were lots of fathers 
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and sons appearing in 
the story. Even I was a 
little surprised. 

If there was one thing 
I would mention about 
me and my own father, 
it would be about the 
time I left home to 
become a manga artist. 
This was 15 years ago, 
when I was 22 years 
old. 

My father and mother 
both hoped that I would 
find a stable job after I left university, but I wanted to become a manga 
artist. It was a gamble, the kind of job where whether you can make a 
living depends on luck. I thought my father, a civil servant, would be 
against it. 

But my father said, “If there’s something you want to do, then do it,” and 
sent me on my way. He even said, “You’ll probably need this,” put a not 
insignificant amount of money in an envelope, and made me take it. I was 
shocked. 

My father didn’t force me into anything. I’m sure he had lots of things 
he wanted to say to me, and lots of concerns about me, but he basically 
left me alone. It’s not a dramatic story, but I am grateful that I had this 
relationship with my father where nothing in particular happened. 



SEE YOU IN BOOK FIVE, 
COMING OCTOBER 2014! 
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